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matter into his own hands, as being more likely
to be terminated swiftly by that means.

Had Henry left the matter in the Cardinal's
hands, that subtle-minded politician might have
carried it to a successful conclusion, but he list-
ened to his enemies and despatched Knight, an
indiscreet bungler, to the Pope. His Holiness
had escaped from Rome, and was lodged at Or-
vieto, where Knight found him. Knight was to
state Henry's wishes, and request either that the
annulment be granted outright or that Wolsey
should be appointed by Bull to act as Legate in
the matter. This wrould have deeply offended
Charles, whom the Pope had every reason to
fear ; and he saw at once that Wolsey had no hand
in framing this futile demand. Nevertheless, he
did not know which way the cat was going to
jump, and so he procrastinated. He gave Knight
a signed dispensation, allowing Henry to marry
directly his former marriage was dissolved. As
it said no word about the legality of the dissolu-
tion, it was quite useless ; but Knight thought he
had triumphed.

Meanwhile Wolsey had returned from France^
having moved slowly but having obtained the
French King's compliance in all that he for-
warded. When, however, he reached Richmond
Palace, he wras not received by the King alone, as
on all former occasions, but was summoned to his
presence in one of the public rooms, where he was
playing with Anne Boleyn and her friends. Public